
Oil, development and 

sustainability in the 

Andean Amazon

CARLOS LARREA

UNIVERSIDAD ANDINA SIMÓN BOLÍVAR

PROJECT LFFU – UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM, NOVEMBER 2022



Threats to Amazon Rainforest

 Cumulative deforestation: 

14%, with 19% in Brazil, and 

13% in Ecuador.

 An additional 17% of forest is 

degraded.

 Deforestation accounts for 

about 13% of world CO2

emissions, and the Amazon is 

the largest source.



Oil and gas 

extraction in the 

Amazon

Source: SPA. Amazon Assessment Report 2021. 
www.theamazonwewant.org .

http://www.theamazonwewant.org/


Oil and Deforestation in Ecuador



Biodiversity of  the Yasuni Park



Yasuni´s Biodiversity Overlap Map

Bass M, Finer M, Jenkins C, et al.(2010), Global Conservation Significance of Ecuador’s 
Yasuní National Park. PloS ONE, Volume 5, Issue 1, January 2010.
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The Yasuni-ITT Initiative

 Ecuador committed itself to keep the ITT oil fields (856 million barrels) 
indefinitely unexploited. 

 The international community, in exchange, should create a UN-
administrated Fund to finance:

 Renewable energy projects.

 Biodiversity protection.

 Equitable social development.

 Improving energy efficiency.

 The Initiative was presented in 2007 and cancelled in 2013. It received 
widespread international support.



The legacy of the Yasuni-ITT Initiative

 The Yasuni-ITT Initiative was the first, and is still the only, international 
legal model for keeping fossil fuels unexploited in biodiverse hotspots of 
developing countries.

 As more than 2/3 of fossil fuel reserves must remain unexploited to fulfill 
the Paris Agreement goals, keeping fossil fuels underground is needed.

 The option for keeping fossil fuels underground has been widely 
promoted and discussed.

 The Fossil Fuel Non-proliferation Treaty.

 Academic support form The Stockholm Environmental Institute, Oxford 
University and the Australia National University, among others.

 The idea keeps widespread support from social movements, both in 
Ecuador and internationally.

 Recent experiences in South Africa, Indonesia and Colombia are 
examples of policies for leaving fossil fuels unexploited.



The new energy transition policy in Colombia

 It includes an explicit strategy to progressively reduce dependence on 

fossil fuels. 

 It proposes the suspension of fracking oil exploration. 

 It represents a unique and necessary advance in mitigation strategies in 

Latin America. 

 It includes a shift in global mitigation strategies, focusing on restricting the 

supply of fossil fuels.

 It aligns with the theses of institutions such as the Fossil Fuel Non-

Proliferation Treaty, supported by more than 60 cities, subnational states 

and numerous social organizations. 



Social resistance to extractivism in the Andean 

Amazon

 Both the Yasuni-ITT Initiative in Ecuador and the new 

energy transition strategy in Colombia have been the 

result of strong social and environmental movements, 

articulating local, national and international institutions in 

a long-standing struggle for an equitable and 

sustainable development path in the Amazon. 
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