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Prime Minister Mia 
Mottley of 

Barbados. Reciting 
the words of Eddie 

Grant she asked: 
“Will they mourn us 

on the frontline”.



Today

Who is SDCEA

Our day-to-day struggles

Key successes

Demands for a peoples just transition



South Durban Community 
Environmental Alliance (SDCEA) is an 
environmental justice organization 
based in South Durban, South Africa. 

It is made up of 19 affiliate 
organizations and has been active 
since its formation in 1995. Today we 
work across KwaZulu Natal, South 
Africa and globally.



Challenging the oil 
industry



Taking on gas … 
offshore and on land



Chemicals and Health
Lies and impunity

2021 – United Phosphorus Limited (UPL) 
Warehouse in Cornubia was set alight in 

July during the unrest. Over 700 different 
chemicals, including substances banned in 

the US and the EU. 



Chemical 
Storage

2007

Island View storage facility
Six tanks were gutted and four 

others damaged in a chemical blaze

One worker was killed, thousands 
tried to evacuate their homes

This accident emissions that are 
linked to leukemia such as benzene 
and other bromomethane, another 

carcinogen



Successes
Closure of the Oil 

Refineries 

Children can now play in the 
peace and not worry about 

their health



Closure of toxic 
dump sites

Wastetech’s toxic waste 
dumpsite in Durban’s largest 

black township closed in 
1997 Wasteman’s toxic 

waste dumpsite 
between two black 

neighbourhoods
closed in 2014 



Energy democracy 

Solar panel installation 
at the SDCEA Office



A people’s just transition is needed

We call for a Just Transition from coal and other fossil fuels, to a society based on 
clean, just and renewable energy, and social justice. We demand:

• A new, sustainable energy system to replace the current system based on dirty 
fossil fuels that only serves the elite;

• The end of financing for coal and other fossil fuel investments, including gas;

• The rehabilitation of land and water ruined by coal mining and burning;

• Concerted efforts to prepare for and deal with the impacts of climate change;

• A new health system that works for the health of all;

• Transport and communication systems that are inclusive and enable all to take 
part in public debates and decision making;



A people’s just transition is needed

• Food sovereignty;

• Local service delivery, and an undertaking to use open democracy and self-
provision to achieve it;

• A new economic system in which economic decision making starts by asking 
what the needs of people are, and how to fulfil them, rather than to have an 
economy that serves profit;

• A society rooted in gender justice;

• Special attention to youth and their future; and

• Open democracy as the basis for decision making.



THANK YOU
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