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after 2013-14 defeat of Yasuni campaign to 
‘leave oil in the soil’, what lessons for South 
African climate debt and anti-extractivism?



leave the oil in the soil?

Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s Amazon rainforest



not just nature, also people



Quito solidarity with Yasuni



a trip to Ecuador’s Amazon rainforest

Oilwatch, July 2011



Oilwatch research trip 
to Yasuni, July 2011

Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s 
Amazon rainforest

oil here = 407 mn tons of CO2



Yasuni’s positive 
lessons (EJOLT)
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in 2014, poachers killed a record 1000 rhinos 
just to sell their horns to China and Vietnam





Fuleni’s
animals, 
peasants 

and workers 
threatened 

by coal, 
poaching, 

drought and 
future 

climate 
change

Fuleni







http://www.theguardian.com/e
nvironment/2014/jul/17/-sp-
mining-threat-south-africa-
rhino-sanctuary-poaching



WOMEN STAND THEIR GROUND AGAINST BIG COAL 
Despite threats to the planet and to humanity, coal expansion continues to escalate rapidly as energy 
demands increase globally, and supplies contract. In Southern Africa coal represents the energy and 
export choice of the future, with South Africa leading the way. South Africa’s reliance on coal is entrenched 
in its economy, with 95% of its domestic electricity supplied by the fossil fuel. The country’s energy demands 
are escalating in a context in which coal corporations, other mining houses and massive smelting 
companies are economically dominant and empowerment deals predominate.

In South Africa the three largest power plants under construction and design are Medupi, Kusile and 
‘Coal3’. Climate change will worsen because more than 1200 coal-fired power plants and related infrastructure projects are proposed 
in over 65 countries. If these many projects succeed, the planet will warm by an estimated six degrees by the end of the century, 
rendering significant parts of the planet uninhabitable and threatening human existence. Because coal plants are a leading source of 
carbon emissions globally, the switch away from coal at the global level is a most necessary step to achieving the kinds of emissions 
reductions the world urgently needs. These catastrophic impacts are projected to have greatest effect in sub-Saharan Africa, where the 
charity Christian Aid projects that climate change will leave an additional 180 million Africans dead by 2100. 

Climate change impacts are felt most intensively by women because of patriarchal role allocations and unequal control over 
natural resources in families, communities and economies. Peasant women in Africa will carry the brunt of climate change effects
because of their responsibilities for provisioning between 60-80% of food consumed by rural households, the collection of safe drinking 
water, and the care of sick household members.

“Coal kills. It has destroyed our land, our lives and our community.” These are the words of a woman member of the Somkhele
community in KwaZulu-Natal who has endured devastating environmental and social effects of coal mining over the last decade. Just a 
few miles west, communities in Fuleni are fighting Ibuthu Coal, a shadowy firm linked to BHP Billiton and Glencore – the world’s largest 
mining house and commodity trader – which aims to mine coal on the southern boundary of the iMfolozi Wilderness Area. Thousands 
of local residents in Fuleni will be relocated (for the second time in a generation) to make way for the mine in an area already suffering 
more than a year of deep drought. Thanks to increased burning of coal and other fossil fuels, such conditions are now more 
commonplace, as climate change takes hold across the world. South Africa is both victim and villain, on a grand scale, and this is just 
one of many sites where the class, race and gender character of the winners and losers are blatantly obvious.

The Southern African region is well placed to lead the world in rejecting a profit-oriented development model that deepens the 
climate crisis. This sub-region should, instead, seek to rapidly expand renewable energy capacity (using our abundant wind, solar and 
tidal resources), public transport and organic agriculture, creating decent safe ‘Climate Jobs’ and improving people’s lives. In this 
undeniably necessary transition, the perspectives of peasant and working-class women, who bear the brunt of multiple crises, point us 
to these most necessary alternatives. 



Somkhele Coal Mine, 17km from Hluhluwe-Imfolozi



Somkhele Coal Mine, 17km from Hluhluwe-Imfolozi



Somkhele Coal Mine, 17km from Hluhluwe-Imfolozi



Ian Cockerill, famed mining boss, head of Somkhele



community strategy meeting, January 2015











Sifiso Dladla investigating drought and coal damage, Fuleni



Glencore and BHP Billiton 
appeared to be behind the
Fuleni coal digging plans



but then a Chinese 
firm appears to 
have taken over



Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011



lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern, 
on demand for recognising climate debt

in Copenhagen, 
“The sense of 

guilt or culpability 
or reparations 

– I just categorically
reject that”





which countries’ industries caused climate change?
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emissions to China
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who’s owed? climate change ‘creditors’

main losers: 
Central America, 
central South America, 
Central and Southeast Asia 
and much of Africa

Ecuador
(Yasuni Park)



Africa burning 





fossil fuels, climate justice 
and energy: http://ejatlas.org



fossil fuels, climate justice 
and energy: micro-struggles


